HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE OF FAMILY SUPPORT!

The Department of Developmental Services (DDS), together with local Citizen Advisory Boards and Family Support Centers, wants to hear your ideas about the future of Family Support services in Massachusetts.
A series of statewide meetings will be held to give you an opportunity to talk about what you need to support your family member at home and in your community.  We need to hear from you about what’s working, what’s not working and what’s missing that would make your family’s life better. 
It’s critical that we hear directly from you so that a plan for the future can be developed that really reflects your needs.  This is not a presentation but an opportunity for us to listen to you and learn more about what you need.  We encourage you to attend one of these meetings and make your voice heard.  
Listed below are the forums offered in the Central/West Region.
Check the DDS Website,   http://www.mass.gov/DDS   for the complete statewide schedule.


DATE
TIME
LOCATION

10/19/2011
6:00 – 8:00 pm
South Valley Area Office




194 West Street, Milford, MA




Contact:
Nancy Urban; (508) 764-0751


10/25/2011
5:30 – 7:30 pm
DDS Berkshire Area Office




1st Floor Conference Rm




333 East Street, Pittsfield, MA




Contact:
Terry Unwin; (413) 447-7381 x222


10/25/2011
6:00 – 8:00 pm
Seven Hills, Brazelton Room




81 Hope Avenue, Worcester, MA




Contact:
Robin Foley; (508) 796-1860

10/26/2011
6:00 – 8:00 pm
Belchertown Senior Center




60 State Street, Belchertown, MA




Contact:
Karlene Shea; (413) 534-3299

10/27/2011
6:00 – 8:00 pm
South Valley Area Office




1 North Street, Southbridge, MA




Contact:
Nancy Urban; (508) 764-0751


10/27/2011
6:00 – 8:00 pm
Elms College, Faculty Dining Room




291 Springfield Street, Chicopee, MA




Contact:
Karlene Shea; (413) 534-3299

11/01/2011
5:30 – 7:30 pm
Seven Hills Family Support Center




1460 John Fitch Highway, Fitchburg, MA




Contact:
Leslie Courtney; (798) 602-8710

DATE
TIME
LOCATION
11/07/2011
6:00 – 8:00 pm
The United Arc Franklin & North Quabbin




Family Support Centers, The Arc Common




20 Chapman Street, Greenfield, MA




Contact:
Felicia Spiess; (413) 774-5558 x1010

11/09/2011
5:30 – 7:30 pm
Multicultural Community Services (MCS)



1000 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA




Contact:
Alyissa Guadalupe; (413) 782-2500


11/10/2011
6:00 – 8:00 pm
Family Empowerment




41 Russell Street (Route 9), Hadley, MA




Contact:
Maggie McDonald





(413) 585-8010 x100

11/10/2011
10:00 – 12:00 pm
Multicultural Community Services (MCS)


This Session wil be
1000 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA


Conducted in Spanish
Contact:
Alyissa Guadalupe; (413) 782-2500
If you need an ASL or language interpreter or other accommodations, please contact the individual listed with the forum
Agencies and organizations supporting this effort include Advocates for Autism of Massachusetts, the Arc of Massachusetts, the Association of Developmental Disability Providers, the DDS Family Support Council, the DDS Statewide Advisory Council, the Federation for Children with Special Needs, Massachusetts Advocates Standing Strong,  Massachusetts Alliance for 21st Century Policy,  Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council,  Massachusetts Down Syndrome Congress, Massachusetts Families Organizing for Change.
