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		Ticket to Work


Coming this year, the Ticket to Work program will begin. Every adult with a disability who gets SSDI or SSI will receive a letter from Social Security about this program. Individuals will have a choice regarding whether they want to participate or not.  Some of the incentives to go back to work will include: 1) Buying into the state's medicaid program known as Commonhealth.  Individuals may have to pay a small premium to continue the services they received under Mass Health; 2) Two for One deal-Every two dollars an individual earns over $ 740.00 per month under SSDI, Social Security will take a dollar out. (Individuals with Visual Impairments or Blindness can make $ 1,000.00 or so before Social Security applies the two for one deal); and 3) Social Security will not conduct investigations on individuals who make gainful employment (and still receive benefits) because of their participation in this program.  It sounds like a " Ask No Questions" policy to me. The only disincentives involve individuals being too comfortable in not wanting to go back to work; the fear of making too much money to lose their subsidized housing (if this applies);and the costs of how to get to work if they don’t have access to a reliable transportation system. For more information,  call 1-866-968-7842 or � HYPERLINK http://www.tickettowork.com ��www.tickettowork.com�. 
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Showtimes: Shrewsbury-Channel 33, on Mondays at 3 PM, 530 PM, and at 11 PM, and on Tuesdays at 6 AM, and at 1130 AM.  Worcester-Every Tuesday at 630 PM on Channel 13.                                Future shows: Trigeminal Neuralgia; Learning Disabilities; and Daily Living.


If anyone has any ideas for show topics, please email me at � HYPERLINK mailto:RMillerChat@aol.com ��RMillerChat@aol.com�.

















 








Fall Edition:


	Get Your Voices Heard!!     December 6th  (Thursday) is the day for you to speak out about why community based services are important for people with disabilities and for elders.  The Olmstead Act has been mandated by the U.S. Supreme Court for states to implement immediately. Currently, there is an Olmstead Committee conducting hearings at four locations in Massachusetts for you to voice your support that people have the right to live at home, with community based services, and not just in nursing homes.  One of the hearings will be at the Worcester Senior Center from 1-4 PM.


	Make Your Community Accessible!!


The Mass Office on Disability conducted a training on the ADA and AAB (Architectural Access Board) regulations for people who wanted to learn how to be a community access monitor.  A Community Access Monitor surveys a variety of places: buildings; parking lots, bathrooms, etc, to see if they are ADA and AAB compliant. If they are not compliant, monitors will offer suggestions and recommendations on how to make these places or entities accessible under these laws.  For more information, call MOD at 1-617-727-7440. 


	 Vision Community Services: (A division of the Mass Assoc. for the Blind). This agency services people who are blind or have visual impairments.  They sell products such as a Talking Watch; Big Numbered Bingo Cards; Telephones with Braille and Large Numbers, etc. Volunteers are needed to provide other services as well. For more information, contact Judy Savage at 508-791-8237 or at � HYPERLINK mailto:jsavage@mablind.org ��jsavage@mablind.org�. 
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