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Advocacy Reporter Speaks Out!


Mary LaBree and Robbin Miller co-hosted another program of the Advocacy Reporter for the Audio Journal in February. The first part of the program discussed city politics such as the hearing coming up on March 10th on making the City Manager’s Advisory Committee on Disabilities into a Commission. Mary publicly spoke against the committee becoming a commission because the process to make it possible was not followed through the proper channels.  Some community residents are also against the commission idea due to the way the language was written that would make it more “watered down” and “ceremonial in nature” and not under the spirit of the state law for Disability Commissions. Stay Tune next month for the more details.


We also discussed the continual problem of inadequate snow removal from sidewalks and curb cuts in Worcester for people with disabilities and for elders to move about freely in their community. There has to be a better way of coordinating the dumping of snow in other spots that doesn’t hinder others from coming out of their homes.


*********************************************************Upcoming Shows: Advocacy Reporter and Prescription Advantage


Showtimes in Shrewsbury-Mondays at 3, 5:30 PM, and at 11 PM, and on Tuesdays at 6 AM and at 11:30 AM. Worcester: 6 PM every Tuesday on Channel 13.


Announcement: MillerChat publishes her first book “ What I Learned from the Women of Linden House: A Personal Memoir” by Wendy Edmond. A book about college students living in a residence hall.


If you have any questions, please email me at � HYPERLINK mailto:RMillerChat@aol.com ��RMillerChat@aol.com�. 






































	Happy New Year!	


What’s Up: Prescription Drugs


I produced a program by Mass Senior Action Council members to discuss the outrage of the     $ 1.30 tax/surcharge on medications on third party payments such as HMO’s.  The increase from      $ .50 to $ 2.00 co-pays for Mass Health individuals over the age of 18 years old was also discussed. This show was followed by a forum that took place on February 11th, 2003 at the Worcester Senior Center with the State Legislators from the Worcester County area to discuss the above issues.  Legislators mentioned that the surcharge was not supposed to be passed onto the consumer as part of a deal with the drug companies to continue servicing Mass Health consumers with a new arrangement for reimbursement from the state.  With this outcry from consumers and from the politicians, several drug companies decided to stop charging the       $ 1.30 fee to consumers. Yes, this was a small victory, but the issue still remains on how to deal with the $ 2.00 co-pays for medications for Mass Health recipients.  


If Mass Health recipients are entitled to sign a waiver at the pharmacies to say they can’t pay the co-pay, then why are the pharmacies not encouraging this as well as the consumer saying they can’t pay the co-pays? Is it due to embarrassment; making people wait in lines or what else? 


		Political Tailspeak:           Governor Romney wants people “on the system” to pay for their benefits.  Yes, it is true that some individuals will be willing to pay for their benefits if they can, but how can you force others to pay if they simply can’t? As they say, “You can’t take blood from a stone” and “ You can’t ask for more if a person is willing to give you what they can afford.” 


There is a new concept of “making the people pay something for their services” as opposed to all or nothing principle in being entitled to it.”
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