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Wheel Winter Wonderland Part III.


Mike Kennedy and Joe Bellil did another fine job of educating persons with disabilities on the ins and outs of surviving the holidays and the cold winter. Joe and Mike added the holiday touch by wearing Santa hats and Joe taking goodies out of his big red bag. Here are some things that a person with a disability will need to bring with them when driving through the snow and ice and cold. (These are just recommendations).


1. An elongated brush and ice scrapper. This tool will help you clean your car off from the inside or on the outside. 2) An extra pair of clothes just in case you get either stranded or you get wet. 3) Wear gloves that have rubber soles because they maneuver the wheelchair better in snow due to their finer grip and it keeps your hands a little warmer. 4) Carry a cellphone with you as well as water and food. 5) Have a swiss army knife with you just in case your wheelchair needs fixing. 


*********************************************************


Upcoming Shows: Advocacy Reporter and Mass Senior Action Council.


Showtimes in Shrewsbury-Mondays at 3, 5:30 PM, and at 11 PM, and on Tuesdays at 6 AM and at 11:30 AM. Worcester: 6 PM every Tuesday on Channel 13.


Announcement: Parents with Physical Disabilities/Chronic Disabilities on the third Tuesday of each month from 6-7 PM at Choices:Wellness at 376 Maple Ave, Marlboro. For more information: Call 1-774-463-0001 


If you have any questions, please email me at � HYPERLINK mailto:RMillerChat@aol.com ��RMillerChat@aol.com�. 






































	Happy New Year!	


What’s Up:


Miller Chat is producing a new monthly show called the “Advocacy Reporter.” This program is co-hosted by myself and Mary Labree, Disability Advocate, and is aired every third Tuesday on the Audio Journal from 3-3:30 PM.  The first program aired live and was also videotaped and shown on the Miller Chat show in Shrewsbury and in Worcester. The format of the show is a half-hour in which Mary and I are asked questions by an interviewer on issues affecting persons with disabilities in Worcester.  In the first opening of this program, Mary and I talked about the laws regarding Handicapped Parking and what Disability Commissions/Committees do in each town and city.  This month program is on the lack of snow removal for persons with disabilities to get around places and transportation.


Political Tailspeak:              


Advocates are supporting the reallocation of nursing home dollars for community based services for elders and for persons with disabilities. I support them 100%, but the Medicaid/Mass Health reimbursement system still has holes in it. For example, the reimbursement levels to service providers will still be poor and that no-shows will cause them to lose money as they can’t bill clients for no-show fees.  Two solutions: 1) Change the federal laws to increase reimbursements for services and 2) allow to either bill clients for no-shows or to bill the state government for reimbursement of no-show fees.  I don’t know how Massachusetts can pay this if money is tight? Something has to give and take. If this continues, more service providers will start cutting back on their services as some have all ready done so. 
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